
Understanding Narrative 
vs Informational Text 
Structures  
 
 



Read Like a Writer to 
Understand Text Structure 
 
 



New TJ Reading Aspire Categories 
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Writer’s Lens 1: Looking at the Text Structure  

Readers read like a writer by looking at the text structure to help him/her 
understand the organization of the passage. 
 
1.  Learn the text structure of narrative and informational texts. 
2.  Identify the author’s techniques by word choices. 
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In Narratives In Informational 

Genre 
•  Fantasy, to explore good and evil 
•  Historical Fiction, to reflect on current ideas in a 

historical context 

Genre  
•  Editorial, to convince or persuade 
•  Article, to inform and educate 
 

Location of parts within the whole: Location of parts within the whole: 
•  Plot Mountain 

•  Exposition: character, setting & backstory 
•  Rising Action: pressures and obstacles 
•  Climax: dramatic point, characters or 

problems come together 
•  Falling Action: characters or communities 

change, lessons learned 
•  Resolution: ending, some things wrap up, 

others might not 

•  Sections 
•  Text Features 
•  Order of techniques 

Writer’s Lens 1: Looking at the Text Structure  
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Writer’s Lens 1: Looking at the Narrative Text Structure  
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In Narratives In Informational 
Location of parts within the whole: Location of parts within the whole: 
•  Plot Mountain 

•  Exposition: character, setting & backstory 
•  Rising Action: pressures and obstacles 
•  Climax: dramatic point, characters or problems 

come together 
•  Falling Action: characters or communities 

change, lessons learned 
•  Resolution: ending, some things wrap up, others 

might not 

•  Sections 
•  Text Features 
•  Order of techniques 

Techniques the author uses: 
•  Descriptions 
•  Dialogues between characters 
•  Action 
•  Setting 
•  Inner thinking 
•  Scene endings and beginnings 
•  Flashbacks 
•  Definition of a term 
•  Comparisons 

Techniques the author uses: 
•  Definition of a term 
•  Comparisons 
•  Cause or effect 
•  Descriptions 
•  Anecdotes 
•  Claims 

Writer’s Lens 1: Looking at the Text Structure  
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Let me show you how! 
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Writer Lens 1: Looking at the Narrative Text Structure  

Main 
Character 
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In Narratives In Informational 
Location of parts within the whole: Location of parts within the whole: 
•  Plot Mountain 

•  Exposition: character, setting & backstory 
•  Rising Action: pressures and obstacles 
•  Climax: dramatic point, characters or problems 

come together 
•  Falling Action: characters or communities 

change, lessons learned 
•  Resolution: ending, some things wrap up, others 

might not 

•  Sections 
•  Text Features 
•  Order of techniques 

Techniques the author uses: 
•  Descriptions 
•  Dialogues between characters 
•  Action 
•  Setting 
•  Inner thinking 
•  Scene endings and beginnings 
•  Flashbacks 
•  Definition of a term 
•  Comparisons 

Techniques the author uses: 
•  Definition of a term 
•  Comparisons 
•  Cause or effect 
•  Descriptions 
•  Anecdotes 
•  Claims 

Writer’s Lens 1: Looking at the Text Structure  
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Now lets try it together! 

16 



Yo
un

g 
S

ch
ol

ar
s 

C
irc

le
. 2

00
9-

 2
01

7.
 A

ll 
R

ig
ht

s 
R

es
er

ve
d 

17 

In Narratives In Informational 
Location of parts within the whole: Location of parts within the whole: 
•  Plot Mountain 

•  Exposition: character, setting & backstory 
•  Rising Action: pressures and obstacles 
•  Climax: dramatic point, characters or problems 

come together 
•  Falling Action: characters or communities 

change, lessons learned 
•  Resolution: ending, some things wrap up, others 

might not 

•  Sections 
•  Text Features 
•  Order of techniques 

Techniques the author uses: 
•  Descriptions 
•  Dialogues between characters 
•  Action 
•  Setting 
•  Inner thinking 
•  Scene endings and beginnings 
•  Flashbacks 
•  Definition of a term 
•  Comparisons 

Techniques the author uses: 
•  Definition of a term 
•  Comparisons 
•  Cause or effect 
•  Descriptions 
•  Anecdotes 
•  Claims 

Writer Lens 1: Looking at the Text Structure  
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Let’s discuss your answers! 
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