
Understanding Text 
Structures  
 
 



Read Like a Writer to 
Understand the Purpose of 
the Organization 
 
 



New TJ Reading Aspire Categories 

Yo
un

g 
S

ch
ol

ar
s 

C
irc

le
. 2

00
9-

 2
01

7.
 A

ll 
R

ig
ht

s 
R

es
er

ve
d 

Key Ideas 
& Details 

Craft & 
Structure 

Integration 
of Ideas & 
Knowledge 

3 



Yo
un

g 
S

ch
ol

ar
s 

C
irc

le
. 2

00
9-

 2
01

7.
 A

ll 
R

ig
ht

s 
R

es
er

ve
d 

4 



Yo
un

g 
S

ch
ol

ar
s 

C
irc

le
. 2

00
9-

 2
01

7.
 A

ll 
R

ig
ht

s 
R

es
er

ve
d 

5 

Writer’s Lens 2: Purpose of the Organization 
Types of Lenses In Narratives In Informational Texts 
Lens 2: Purpose of the 
organization 

•  To set the stage 
•  To reveal 
•  To create suspense 
•  To foreshadow 

•  To present a cause for an effect 
•  To make a complex idea more concrete 
•  To provide context 
•  To clear up misconceptions 
•  To develop a readers expertise 

Types of Patterns How are the parts similar? 
How are the parts different? 
What purpose do the parts serve? 

Types of 
Understandings 

Character: 
•  Development 
•  Changes 
•  Critical moments 
Whole Text 
•  Themes 
•  Central ideas 
•  Issues 
•  Lessons 
•  Symbols, metaphors. Motifs 
•  Author’s purpose 

•  Definitions 
•  Main idea of a section 
•  Central idea of an entire text 
•  Author’s bias or point of view 
•  Purpose behind the author’s choices 
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Writer’s Lens 1: Looking at the Narrative Text Structure  

Main 
Character 



 
 

Let me show you how! 

Young Scholars Circle. 2009- 2017. All 
Rights Reserved 
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Writer’s Lens 2: Purpose of the Organization 
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Lens 2: Purpose of the 
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Let’s discuss your answers! 
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