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Read Like a Writer to 
Understand Narrative 
Nonfiction Texts 
Reading Aspire 
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New TJ Reading Aspire Categories 

Key Ideas 
& Details 

Craft & 
Structure 

Integration 
of Ideas & 
Knowledge 
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Types of Passage Genre in the New TJ Reading Aspire 
Passage Genre Text Structure & Organization 
 
Literary Narratives or Prose 
Fiction 

LN are short stories, novels, memoirs, and personal essays. PF 
passages are from short stories and novels. Narrative Structure. 
 

Social Science SS passages may discuss anthropology, archaeology, biography, 
business, economics, education, geography, history, political 
science, psychology, and sociology. Narrative nonfiction or 
Expository NF  
 

Humanities H  passages may discuss topics like architecture, art, dance, ethics, 
film, language, literary criticism, music, philosophy, radio, television, 
and theater. Questions may be based on passages from memoirs 
and personal essays. Narrative nonfiction or Expository NF 
 

Natural Sciences NS passages may discuss anatomy, astronomy, biology, botany, 
chemistry, ecology, geology, medicine, meteorology, microbiology, 
natural history, physiology, physics, technology, and zoology. 
Narrative nonfiction or Expository NF. 
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Focus for Today: Understanding 
Narrative Nonfiction Texts 

Readers read like a writer and create a passage map to understand 
complex narrative nonfiction texts: 
 
1.  Preview the whole passage. 
2.  Encircle key words and phrases using the author’s lenses. 
3.  Find patterns and create new understanding and passage map. 

Yo
un

g 
S

ch
ol

ar
s 

C
irc

le
 C

op
yr

ig
ht

 
20

16
 



Read Closely for Word Choices in Narrative & Informational Texts 
1. Read through lenses Choose words that seem particularly selected by the author, such as: 

•  Words that evoke: 
       - strong emotions 
       - strong images 
       - a clear idea 
•  Words that reveal style: 
      - informal tone 
      - formal tone 
      - clear voice 
•  Particular kinds of words: 
      - nouns 
      - verbs 
      - adjectives 
      - adverbs 

2. Use lenses to find patterns •  Which words fit together? 
•  How do they fit together? 

3. Use the patterns to develop a 
new understanding of the text. 

An author’s: 
•  Tone 
•  Purpose 
•  Relationship to the subject/theme 
Text’s: 
•  Central ideas 
•  Issues 
•  Lessons 
•  Symbols/metaphors/motifs 
•  Themes 
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Focus for Today: Understanding 
Narrative Nonfiction Texts 

Readers read like a writer and create a road map to understand complex 
narrative nonfiction texts: 
 
1.  Preview the whole passage. 
2.  Encircle key words and phrases using the author’s lenses. 
3.  Find patterns and create new understanding and road map. 
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Let me show you how! 
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Now lets try it together! 
Use the goals and techniques card 
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Let’s discuss your answers! 
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