
Analyzing Text Evidence 
 
Its beyond test-taking skills… Test taking skills are likewise needed but 
they will not sustain you to get high scores.  
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Writer’s Lens: Text Evidence 
In Narratives In Informational Texts 

Types of Lenses •  What characters/people say, 
think or do 

•  Character’s expressions, 
gestures and appearance 

•  Relationships 
•  Setting descriptions 
•  Time period 
•  Recurring objects 

A subject’s 
•  Facts 
•  Phrases 
•  Descriptions 
Photos or graphics 
Quotes for experts 
Author’s stated opinions 
Comparisons 

Types of Patterns •  Which details fit together? 
•  How do they fit together? 

Types of 
Understandings 

Character’s/people’s: 
•  Feelings 
•  Traits 
•  Relationships 
•  Motivations 
•  Comparisons to others 
Whole text: 
•  Issues 
•  Symbols/metaphors/motifs 
•  Themes 
•  Lessons 

•  Definitions of unknown concepts or terms 
•  Main idea of a section 
•  Central idea of an entire text 
•  Author’s bias or point of view 
•  Comparisons 

 



Phrases for Reflecting on Text 
Evidence and Meaning 

Readers develop understanding of narrative texts by looking closely at 
what characters say, think and do.  
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say + think +do + descriptions = create new understanding  
So the character feels 
_____ 
This character tends to 
___ 
This character has 
changed ___ 
The author is trying to tell 
me___ 
I think __because the 
author wrote 
The character might be 
thinking___ 



Understanding Text Evidence in 
Narrative Texts 

Readers read like a writer to look for text evidence to see the patterns and 
develop understanding of narrative texts. 
 
Steps:  
1.  Look for word choices that describe the character/people & setting. 
2.  Find patterns:  

•  Which details fit together? 
•  How do they fit together? 

3.  Create new understanding. 
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Let me show you how! 
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Readers develop understanding of narrative texts by looking closely at 
what characters say, think and do.  
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say + think +do + descriptions = create new understanding  

CW=silent CE=talking So this 2 characters are different 

Stewardè both C were silent  Cs feel intimidated 

WM – embarrassed, son who served in the military, 
asked to be served in his personal room instead, 
distinguished (respectable with noble character) 

White man is kind. He valued 
the service of the 2 Cs because 
his son also serves in the 
military. 

In my mind…. 



Lets talk about what I just did… 
 

Steps:  
1.  Look for word choices that describe the character/people & setting. 
2.  Find patterns:  

•  Which details fit together? 
•  How do they fit together? 

3.  Create my new understanding. 
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Now, let’s look at informational texts! 

11 
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Writer’s Lens: Text Evidence 
In Narratives In Informational Texts 

Types of Lenses •  What characters/people say, 
think or do 

•  Character’s expressions, 
gestures and appearance 

•  Relationships 
•  Setting descriptions 
•  Time period 
•  Recurring objects 

A subject’s 
•  Facts 
•  Phrases 
•  Descriptions 
Photos or graphics 
Quotes for experts 
Author’s stated opinions 
Comparisons 

Types of Patterns •  Which details fit together? 
•  How do they fit together? 

Types of 
Understandings 

Character’s/people’s: 
•  Feelings 
•  Traits 
•  Relationships 
•  Motivations 
•  Comparisons to others 
Whole text: 
•  Issues 
•  Symbols/metaphors/motifs 
•  Themes 
•  Lessons 

•  Definitions of unknown concepts or terms 
•  Main idea of a section 
•  Central idea of an entire text 
•  Author’s bias or point of view 
•  Comparisons 

 



Understanding Text Evidence in 
Informational Texts 

Readers read like a writer to look for text evidence to see the patterns and 
develop understanding of informational texts. 
 
Steps:  
1.  Look for word choices that describe the subject, event or a place. 
2.  Find patterns:  

•  Which details fit together? 
•  How do they fit together? 

3.  Create new understanding: main idea, definition, comparisons. 
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Phrases for Reflecting on Text 
Evidence and Meaning 

Readers develop understanding of informational texts by looking closely 
at what characters say, think and do.  
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facts opinions + phrases/quotes + descriptions = create new understanding  

The author’s point is ____ 
These data reveal ____ 
The results of these events ____ 

The challenges seem _____ 
The changes reveal _____ 
The author is leading me to think _____ 

The author is claiming that  _____ 

The main idea of the whole selection is 
_____ 



 
 

Let me show you how! 

Young Scholars Circle. 2009- 2017. All 
Rights Reserved 
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Phrases for Reflecting on Text 
Evidence and Meaning 

Readers develop understanding of informational texts by looking closely 
at what characters say, think and do.  
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facts opinions + phrases/quotes + descriptions = create new understanding  

Plastic: A Toxic Love Story… Wild natural beauty  …but…. 
ocean-borne plastic debris 

The author is claiming that KB is beautiful 
but dirty. He is giving me a background 
information about KB. 

understatement = matter out of place 



Let’s talk about what I just did… 
Readers read like a writer to look for text evidence to see the patterns and 
develop understanding of informational texts. 
 
Steps:  
1.  Look for word choices that describe the subject, event or a place. 
2.  Find patterns:  

•  Which details fit together? 
•  How do they fit together? 

3.  Create new understanding: main idea, definition, comparisons. 
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Lets do it together! You continue reading the 
rest of the passage. 
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