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Word Choices  
Readers read like a writer and look for word choices the authors use to 
understand complex narrative nonfiction and informational texts: 
 
1.  Preview the whole passage. 
2.  Encircle key words and phrases using the author’s lenses. 
3.  Find patterns and create new understanding and passage map. 
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Read Closely for Word Choices in Narrative & Informational Texts 
1. Read through lenses Choose words that seem particularly selected by the author, such as: 

•  Words that evoke: 
       - strong emotions 
       - strong images 
       - a clear idea 
•  Words that reveal style: 
      - informal tone 
      - formal tone 
      - clear voice 
•  Particular kinds of words: 
      - nouns 
      - verbs 
      - adjectives 
      - adverbs 

2. Use lenses to find patterns •  Which words fit together? 
•  How do they fit together? 

3. Use the patterns to develop a 
new understanding of the text. 

An author’s: 
•  Tone 
•  Purpose 
•  Relationship to the subject/theme 
Text’s: 
•  Central ideas 
•  Issues 
•  Lessons 
•  Symbols/metaphors/motifs 
•  Themes 
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Focus for Today: Understanding 
Narrative Nonfiction Texts 

Readers read like a writer and create a road map to understand complex 
narrative nonfiction texts: 
 
1.  Preview the whole passage. 
2.  Encircle key words and phrases using the author’s lenses. 
3.  Find patterns and create new understanding and road map. 
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Let me show you how! 
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Now lets try it together! 
Use the goals and techniques card 
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Let’s discuss your answers! 
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