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Word Choices

Readers read like a writer and look for word choices the authors use to
understand complex narrative nonfiction and informational texts:

Preview the whole passage.
Encircle key words and phrases using the author’s lenses.
Find patterns and create new understanding and passage map.
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1. Read through lenses Choose words that seem particularly selected by the author, such as:
« Words that evoke:
- strong emotions
- strong images
- a clear idea
« Words that reveal style:
- informal tone
- formal tone
- clear voice
* Particular kinds of words:
- nouns
- verbs
- adjectives
- adverbs
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2. Use lenses to find patterns « Which words fit together?
* How do they fit together?

3. Use the patterns to develop a | An author’s:
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new understanding of the text. « Tone
* Purpose
» Relationship to the subject/theme
Text’s:
« Central ideas
* Issues
 Lessons

« Symbols/metaphors/motifs
« Themes




Narrative Writers Aim
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Provide the Introduce the Show the
context/background characters character’s
information motivation

Stir empaths Create the setting Build a mood
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Support the theme | Show the resolution




Narrative Writers
Use Techniques Such As..

Flashback &
flashforward
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Multiple plot lines

Inner thinking
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view
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Focus for Today: Understanding
Narrative Nonfiction Texts

Readers read like a writer and create a road map to understand complex
narrative nonfiction texts:

Preview the whole passage.
Encircle key words and phrases using the author’s lenses.
Find patterns and create new understanding and road map.
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Let me show you how!
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Mary Cassatt defied tradition, family, and
public opinion to become one of the most
celebrated artists of the United States.
Born in 1845, the daughter of a wealthy
Pittsburgh banker, Cassatt spent several
years of her childhood with her family in
Europe. As she grew older, she gave up a
life of ease to choose a path that at the time
was almost impossible for a woman to
follow. In 1861, while many of her friends
were entering the social world of the upper
classes, Cassatt was beginning her studies at
the Pennsylvania Academy of Fine Arts.
After four years, however, she felt stifled by
the rigid curriculum. Against her father’s
wishes, she decided to return to Europe to
study painting.

Cassatt spent several years, mainly in
France and Italy, immersing herself in the
works of great European painters of the
past. Finally, in 1872, she settled in Paris
permanently. There, Cassatt came to admire
the work of the French Impressionists, a
group of “outsiders” that included Degas,
Monet, and Renoir. Unlike mainstream
artists who produced the dark, polished,

and detailed paintings favored by traditional-
ists and critics, these artistic revolutionaries
applied pigment to the canvas in small dabs
of pure color to achieve an illusion of light.
Works painted in this manner presented not
photograph-like detail but a softer focus that
conveyed a highly personalized impression.
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This new movement inspired Cassatt.
Discarding the traditional European style,
she adopted the luminous tones of the
impressionists. Particularly interested in
the human figure, Cassatt began creating
pastels of groups of women—on outings in
the park, having tea, and so forth. In 1879,
Edgar Degas invited her to exhibit with the
impressionists, and her paintings were
included in four of their next five shows.
Cassatt and Degas admired each other’s
work and a loyal friendship developed. It
was Degas who first suggested the mother-
child theme that became the hallmark of
Cassatt’s later work.

Throughout her years in Europe, Cassatt
kept in touch with her wealthy friends in
the United States, introducing them to
impressionist art. Many of the excellent
collections of impressionist paintings in this
country are to a great extent the result of
her influence. As a woman and as an
American, Cassatt stood virtually alone
among the impressionist painters. Since
her death in 1926, the work of the
“Impressionist from Pennsylvania” has
been avidly sought by collectors.
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Focus for Today: Understanding
Narrative Nonfiction Texts

Readers read like a writer and create a road map to understand complex
narrative nonfiction texts:

Preview the whole passage.
Encircle key words and phrases using the author’s lenses.
Find patterns and create new understanding and road map.
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Mary Cassatt-defied/tradition, family, and

public opinion to become one of the most

celebrated artists of the United :

Born in 1845, the daughter of a wealt

Pittsburgh banker, Cassatt spent several 5

years of her childhood with her family in
ﬁﬁs she grew older, she gave up a

i to choose a path that at the time

was almost impossible for a woman to

follow. In 1861, while many of her friends 10

were entering the social world of the upper

classes, Cassatt was beginning her studies at

the Pennsylvania Academy of Fine Arts.

After four years, however, she felt stifled by

the. Against her father’s 15

wishes, she decided to return to Europe to

study painting.
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Narrative Writers
Use Techniques Such As..

Flashback &
flashforward
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Multiple plot lines
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Focus for Today: Understanding
Narrative Nonfiction Texts

Readers read like a writer and create a road map to understand complex
narrative nonfiction texts:

Preview the whole passage.
Encircle key words and phrases using the author’s lenses.
Find patterns and create new understanding and road map.

©
=
©
N

D
e
2
—_
>
a
o)
O
Q@
3
£
O
%)
—_
S
o
e
@)
()]
o)
C
8
e




Mary Cassatt-defied/tradition, family, and
public opinion to become one of the most
celebrated artists of the United :
Born in 1845, the daughter of a wealt

5 Pittsburgh banker, Cassatt spent several 5
years of her childhood with her family in
ﬁﬁs she grew older, she gave up a
Strong-willed ; to choose a path that at the time
& motivated was almost impossible for a woman to

10 follow. In 1861, while many of her friends 10
were entering the social world of the upper
classes, Cassatt was beginning her studies at
the Pennsylvania Academy of Fine Arts.

After four years, however, she felt stifled by

15 the. Against her father’s 15
wishes, she decided to return to Europe to
study painting.
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Now lets try it together!

Use the goals and techniques card




Let's discuss your answers!




