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He left no room for trickery. W
hile he stood back-

perhaps even W
hile 

reclining at table in the other room
-

the servants handled the Jars, 
fetched the water, and drew the sam

ple. Then, som
ew

here betw
een 

the jars and the wedding coordinator, the m
iraculous transform

ation 

took place. 
Note that the provision of wine was abundant and the quality of the 

wine was excellent. Take note of the Lord's m
otivation as w

ell: This 
was a sim

ple act of kindness done for the sake of love for H
is friends. 

He didn't make this a sideshow spectacle. In fact, it appears the only 
people who knew about it were those who had already believed in Him

 
as the Christ. The "headw

aiter" didn't even know
 w

hat had happened. 

-
2:11-12-

John concludes the vignette w
ith a com

m
ent and a transition to the 

next scene. He calls this m
iracle of Jesus the first of m

any "signs." The 
supernatural display of power attested to His identity as God. M

oreover, 
it was sym

bolic of what He had com
e to do: to transform

 all w
ho believe 

in Him. W
hile the tim

e for Jesus' "glory" had not com
e, His disciples 

witnessed it nonetheless. And their faith was strengthened as a result. 
Afterward, Jesus and His disciples-five of them

 at this point-
enjoyed a tim

e of fam
ily reunion in Capernaum

, roughly 18 m
iles 

northeast of Cana Because Joseph is not m
entioned by any G

ospel after 
Jesus' twelfth year (Luke 2:41-52), m

ost interpreters conclude that he 
had died. M

ary probably lived with one of Jesus' half-brothers. 

-2
:1

3
-1

4
-

An unknown period of tim
e had gone by; we have no way of know

ing 
how long.~

hose chronicle reads m
ore like a traditional 

~
ological and event•driven-John's narrative is m

ore 
~

and driven by a central theological purpose: to prove 
_ 15 the Son of God. Therefore, som

e episodes appear out of 
organized by topic rather than by tim

e or place. 
In Johns Gospel, the Feast of Passover is a signpost along the im

ir-
ney through Jes 

• lifi 
d · 

. 
us 

e, an 
it plays a crucial role in the narrative. Ear-

lier, John the Baptizer called Jesus "the Lam
b of God" (1 ·29 36) John 

does not use the term
 ag · 

b 
h 

· 
' 

· 
J 

am
, 

ut 
e does use sym

bolism
 to identify 

esus as the true sacrificial lam
b 

Passover festival. 
a nd the ultim

ate fulfillm
ent of the 

~
oes back to th~ 

instr~ 
prepare a lam

~ 
w

as given 
m

 way and to honor the Lord's 

~
·-
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presence by spreading its blood on the lintel and doorposts of every 
Israelite's house. W

hen the death angel m
oved through Egypt to take 

the life of the firstborn m
ale in each household, he passed over every 

hom
e bearing the blood of a sacrificial lam

b. 
By the first century, the festival w

as very different. It hardly resem
bled 

the solem
n event of Israel's exodus from

 bondage in Egypt. The priest-
hood w

as com
pletely corrupt and the tem

ple had been polluted by the 
priests' greed. The courts of the com

plex had becom
e a m

ixture of flea 
m

arket and stock m
arket. This so-called "Annas Bazaar" was nam

ed for 
A

nnas, a godfather-like figure w
ho once held the office of high priest but 

bad been deposed by the Rom
an governm

ent m
ore than fifteen years 

earlier. Since that tim
e, he ruled through a successive series of puppet 

priests, m
ost of them

 his sons, and continued to run a w
ell-established 

con gam
e on a grand scale. Put bluntly, he w

as corrupt to the core. 
Throughout the year, but especially at Passover, all Jewish m

ales 
w

ere expected to visit the tem
ple, to pay the tax required by the Law

 of 
M

oses, and to sacrifice an anim
al. On Passover, the sacrifice w

as to be 
a Jam

b, and as alw
ays, it had to be w

ithout blem
ish or defect. M

oreover, 
the tax had to be paid in shekels, not in foreign currency, w

hich bore 
im

ages forbidden by the Law. 
A

nnas and his cronies set up stations in the tem
ple courts for the 

purpose of exchanging foreign currency for shekels-for an exorbi-
tant fee, of course. Then, he supplied sacrificial anim

als. for w
hich he 

charged top price. If som
eone brought his ow

n anim
al. an inspector 

w
ould judge it unfit and offer another in trade ••. for additional cash. 

U
ndoubtedly, the inferior anim

al w
ould becom

e som
e other m

an's "su-
perior" sacrifice later on. W

hat a racket! 
D

uring the Passover festival, the population of Jerusalem
 w

ould 
sw

ell to m
ore than 250,000 m

ales. Josephus put the total num
ber of 

people (m
ales and their fam

ilies) close to three m
illion! 13 Obviously, 

the m
oney-m

aking potential of the tem
ple w

as staggering. 
This is w

hat Jesus had seen each year as He and His fam
ily visited 

the tem
ple to celebrate festivals, observe sacrifices, and glorify God. 

This year, like all the others, He found not a place of w
orship, but a 

sham
eless sham

-a shrine to greed and a sanctuary for thieves. Only 
this year, som

ething w
as different. 

-2
:1

5
-1

7
-

Before the official beginning of H
is m

inistry, Jesus visited the tem
ple 

as a w
orshiper in His Father's house. But the tim

e had com
e for Him

 to 
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enter as the M

essiah, the ow
ner an~ ruler of the place. In fulfillm

ent of 
prophecy (M

al. 3 :1 •4 ), His first official act w
as to purge H

is tem
ple of 

,•.---
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. ' 
t· 

a 
stubborn m1esta 10n. 

Jesus' disciples stood back-prob~bly in stunned silence. W
ith 

m
ouths wide open, they stared astonished as Jesus tossed furnit 

like toothpicks and slung coins like seeds. The lash of H
is w

hip 
ure 

. 
. 

. 
sent 

livestock scurrym
g behm

d their unclean ow
ners as the tem

ple O
w

n 
, 

voice echoed through the courts, "Take these things aw
ay!" A

nd th 
:~ 5 

ciples rem
em

bered Psalm
 69:9, "Zeal for Your house has consum

ed:~~; 

-2
:1

8
-1

9
-

h 
Oti ·on di'ed down the inevitable confrontation cam

e. 
Once t e comm 

• 
Jesus was not surprised. He knew it w

ould happen ... and w
here it 

would lead Him. 
The religious leaders knew the Scriptures too. Concerned w

ith the 
issue of authority-just as they were w

ith the Baptizer in the Judean 
w

ilderness-they said, in effect, "If you're declaring Y
ourself to be the 

M
essiah by this act, authenticate Yourself w

ith a series of m
iracles." 

John uses the term
 "sign" here, just as he did in 2:11, because Jesus w

as 
not opposed to offering a m

iracle as a seal of authenticity under the 
right circum

stances (2:23). In this case, however, the burden of proof 
was not His to bear. He was not in violation of the Law. His actions 
were not blatantly im

m
oral. The rightness of His actions w

as authority 
enough. So instead, Jesus gave them

 a veiled response. O
nly a percep-

tive hearer would com
prehend it, and none of them

 qualified. In fact, 
H

is own disciples didn't understand His true m
eaning until after His 

resurrection. 
John highlights this tendency of Jesus m

ore than the other G
ospel 

writers. Jesus didn't w
aste His words on people w

ho didn't w
ant to 

hear. In fact, He didn't speak in order to convince the skeptic or sw
ay 

the dissenter. His words were intended to divide His audience into tw
o 

~ou~: recep~ve hearts and hard hearts. He understood that hearing 
Him

 IS not an m
tellectual process, but a crisis of the will. Several tim

es 
throughout the story when Jesus says som

ething crypt· 
1 

th ·nx th 
1c, som

e peop e 
z 

ey understand Him and turn away while 
th 

d 
. 

. 
confusion and draw nea 

' 
0 

ers a m1t then 
rer. -2
:2
0
-2
2
-

Just as Jesus expected, the religious authorities took His challenge liter-
ally. They com

pletely m
issed His point. 

.
~
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The tem
ple w

as constructed to be the dwelli'n 
1 

f G
 d 

g p ace o 
o -not 

that He needs a structure! God is om
nipresent 

pres 
t 

h 
. 

-
en everyw ere s1-

rnu1taneou~ly. He o~dered the tem
ple constructed to house the special 

rnanifestat1on of H
is presence, a supernatural light called the sheki· 

nah, "glory." In the O
ld Testam

ent, this light appeared in a bush to 
M

oses (Exod. 3:1-3), it led the Israelites through the w
ilderness in a 

pillar (Exod. 13:21-22), and it settled on M
ount Sinai before the Israelites 

(Exod, 19:18; 24:17). W
hen the tabernacle w

as constructed-
and later 

the tem
ple-the shekinah hovered over the ark of the covenant behind 

a thick veil in the m
ost holy place (Exod. 25:22; Lev. 16:2). The Lord did 

this for the benefit of H
is people, to affirm

 His presence am
ong them

 
as their one and only G

od. 
U

nfortunately, because of the people oflsrael's repeated and persis-
tent failure to w

orship H
im

 exclusively and because of their im
m

orality 
and rebellion, the shekinah had long ago departed (Ezek. 10:18). W

hile 
G

od's Jove for Israel never faded, and He continued to guide the nation 
after its return from

 exile, the tem
ple had not been the dw

elling place 
of God for centuries. W

hen Jesus issued His challenge to the religious 
leaders, it's as though H

e w
ere pointing to H

is ow
n chest to say, "This 

is the authentic dw
elling place of G

od." 

-2
:2
3
-2
5
-

John concludes this part of the story on a positive note. W
hile the reli· 

gious leaders had rem
ained defiant and rejected their H

igh Priest, m
ariy 

others believed. John adds that those w
ho believed did so by "obserVing" 

Jesus' signs. The G
reek w

ord translated "observing" is theoreo [23341, 
from

 w
hich w

e derive our w
ord "theory." The term

 m
eans "to com

e to 
understand as the result of perception."

14 

••• 
Throughout this section (1:19-4:54) and the next (s:1-12:50), John is 

careful to show
 that Jesus is unlike any religious or political leader the 

w
orld has ever know

n. H
is pow

er and authority com
e from

 a different 
realm

, one that stands in stark contrast to the system
 of this w

orld that 
is corrupt w

ith sin. People of the w
orld seek charism

atic leaders w
ho 

w
ill lead them

 w
here they already w

ant to go. Consequently, w
orldly 

leaders usually derive their pow
er and influence from

 popular support. 

But not this M
an; not this K

ing . 
Jesus sim

ply presented H
im

self in truth; som
e w

ill believe in Him
 

and som
e w

ill not. H
e perform

ed m
iraculous signs, not to convince 

\ 

" ~,: 

61 



,--

. , 
THE WORD (JOHN 1: t 9·4:541 

J
~

· 
•

' 

62 

. 
y dissenters, but to signal His own arrival as M

 
kepttcs or swa 

. . 
essfah 

5 
d • ·gns" to prom

pt wilhng, prepared hearts to r 
. 

He offere 
s1 

. 
espond 

H e wasn't depending upon a favorable respon 
• 

Furthermore, 
se fro 

-the religious leaders or the m
asses-to com

plete His mi 
IJJ 

anyone 
. 

d'd , 
d 

ssfon 
He wasn't running for election; He 

I n t nee 
popular support to clai~ 

the throne; He had no plans to train _an army. He did~'t entrust Himself 
His mission, or ms future to hum

anity; He trusted His Father, and thed 
He invited humanity to trust Him. 

There have been courageous men and wom
en who have led in th' 

way; Jong before Jesus arrived, they spoke the truth and led thos: 
whose hearts resonated with that truth. Som

e am
assed great hoards of 

followers. Most were ignored or m
artyred. All of them

 died. But Jesus 
is different, and His kingdom is different. 

le in Jerusalem
 to estab· 

John tells the story of Jesus cleansing the tem
p 

lish three prim
ary truths: 

d the 

11 d 
riests to stew

ar 
1. God owns His temple, not priests. He c~ e 

p He has com
m

anded. 
tem

ple and to help people ap~roach H1~ asin the temple, not the 
2 God's Word is the only authonty recognized 

t1'ng con· 
· 

. • 
A

nyone ac 
high priest or any other designated position. 
trary to His W

ord has no authority. 
h 

eligious 
3. God's Son came to claim

 ownership of the temple, and t e_r John's 
"authorities" rejected Him. This point is repeated often m

 
the 

narrative and ultim
ately leads to the final rejection of Jesus as 

M
essiah. 

11m iocideat also m
~trntes , Prn,ttcaJ truth to, 

"""' · 
d 

b ]. 
rs· God's 

temple is sacred ground, a dedicated place of meeting between the Loi 
andHis people. In the Old Testam

ent, the Lord used a physical structure 
for that purpose; first a tabernacle, W

hich the Hebrews calJed the "tent 
of m

eeting," and then a perm
anent building in Jerusalem

. The Lord w
as 

very specific about reserving everything in the tem
ple for the purpose 

of worship. Once Jesus com
pleted His work of atonem

ent for the sins 
of the world, the Place of m

eeting changed, but the standards rem
ain 

-~t:~ 
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the sam
e, B

elievers are now
 H

is tem
ples (1 Cor. 6: 19. 20), and we are to 

rem
ain no Jess sanctified. 

W
hat do you think the Lord w

ants to drive out of your tem
ple? 

W
hile the Lord w

ants the tem
ple of your body to be clean, the task 

is not yours to com
plete. N

ote that the corruption in the tem
ple w

as not 
rem

oved by any m
ere m

ortal; G
od in hum

an flesh confronted and re-
m

oved the im
purity-as only He can. O

ur role is to subm
it to H

is cleans-
ing process; first by refusing to tolerate the presence of corruption, then 

by asking H
im

 to rem
ove it. 

H
ere is a sim

ple prayer to help you get started: 

Lord, J recognize You as the Owner of my temple. I willingly subm
it 

to the authority of Your W
ord. I confess that I have allowed the 

corruption o
f
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-

to take up space that is 
reserved for worshiping You. I freely adm

it that I do not have the 
power to rem

ove it on m
y own. Please cleanse me, even if I m

ust 
endure hardship or suffer affliction in the process. Grant me the 
courage to rem

ain stead/ ast as You work. Grant me patience to 
endure the process and provide extra encouragem

ent when my 
patience wears thin. Then let m

e rejoice when Your temple is again 
pure. I m

ake the sam
e request as David did so many years ago: 

Create in m
e a clean heart, 0 God (Ps.51:10). 

I ask this in the m
atchless nam

e of Jesus, 
Am

en. 

B
rainstorm

ing the New
 Birth 

JO
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1 Now there w
as a m

an of the Phari· 
sees, nam

ed N
icodem

us, a ruler of 
the Jews; 2this m

an cam
e to Jesus by 

night and said to Him
, "Rabbi, we 

know that You have com
e from

 God 
as a teacher; for no one can do these 
'signs that You do unless God is w

ith 
him

." 
3Jesus answ

ered and said to 
him

, "Truly, truly, I say to you, un· 
less one is born •again he cannot see 
the kingdom

 of God.» 
•N

icodem
us said to Him

. "How 
can a m

an be born w
hen he is old? 

1 There w
as a m

an nam
ed Nicode· 

m
us, a Jewish religious leader who 

was a Pharisee, 2After dark one eve· 
ning, he cam

e to speak w
ith Jesus. 

"R
abbi: he said, "w

e all know that 
God has sent you to teach us. Your 
m

iraculous signs are evidence that 
God is w

ith you." 
3 Jesus replied, "I tell you the truth, 

unless you are born again,* you can· 
not see the Kingdom

 of God." 
•"W

hat do you m
ean?" exclaim

ed 
Nicodem

us. "How can an old m
an go 

z !:j 
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