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questions/processes are probing and specific
open-ended questions
highly developed/purposeful exploration of
thoughts that challenge assumptions.

QUESTIONS
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Closed Questions Open-Ended
Questions

How do ecological corridors
affect the population size of
species X living in fragmented
habitat Y?”  

How does environmental
education influence the
behavior of the local
community Z toward species
X?”

What benefits can an
ecotourism program bring to
local community Z?

How are ecotourism visitors in
area Y affecting the population
density of species X?”   

Has the monitoring of the
restoration project been
performed?

Was the project part of the
larger national restoration?

When was the X species last
seen in Y place?

What was the funding source
of the previous conservation
project?

Who was involved in the
conservation project in the Y
community?

  



Examples of Non-Framed Questions

“We want to know if the population size of species X increases with the number of corridors
between fragments.” This is a prediction, not a question. 

“We want to know if species X is present in area Z.” Lack of information is not itself a
conservation question. 
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